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SERMON XIIL 
On Genesis i. 31. 


And God faw every thing that he had made; and behold, 
it was very good. 
. 
I. HEN’God created the heavens and the earthy 
and all that is therein, at the conclufion of 
each day’s work it is faid, And God faw that it. was good. 
Whatever was created was good in its kind, fuited to 
the end for which it was defigned, adapted to promote 
the good of the whole, and the glory/6f the great Cre- 
ator. This fentence it pleafed God to pafs, with regard 
to each particular creature. But there is#a remarkable 
variation of the expreflion, with regard to all the parts 
of the univerfe, taken in connection with each other, 
and conitituting one fyftem. And God faw every thing 
that be had made: and behold, it was very good! 

2. How {mall a part of this great work of Géd is 
man able to underftand! But it is our duty to contem- 
plate what he has wrought, and to underftand as much 
of it as we are able. For the merciful Lord, as the 
Pfalmift obferves, bath fo done his marvellous works, ot 
creation as well as of Providence, ‘hat they ought to be 
had in remembrance by all that tear him, which they 
cannot well be, unlefs they are underftood. Let us 
then, by the affiftance of that Spirit who giveth unte 
man aang endeavour to také a general furvey 
of the Works which God made in this lower world, as 
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6° A SERMON ON GENESIS i. 31. 






they were, before they were difordered and depraved, 
in confequence. of the fin of man: we fhall then eafily 
fee, that as every creature was good in its primeval ftate; 
fo when all were compacted in one general fyftem, be. 
hold, they were very good. I do not remember to have 
feen any attempt of this kind, unlefs in that truly ex- 
cellent poem (termed by Mr. Hutc hinfon, That wicked 
. farce: Milton’s Paradife Loft. 


1. In the beginning God created the matter of the hea- 

vens and the earth. (So the words, as a great man ob- 
Sirahts may properly be tranflated.) He firft created 
the four elements, out of which the whole univerfe was 
compofed, earth, water, air, and fire, all mingled to- 
ether in one common mafs. The groffeft parts of this, 
earth and water, were utterly without form, till 
infufed a principle of motion, commanding the 
r.to move upon the face of the waters. In the next 
We place, the Lord God faid, Let there be light: and there 
avas light. Were were the four conftituent parts of the 
univerfe: the true, original, fimple elements. They 
were all cffentially diftinct from each other : and yet fo 
intimately mixed together in all compound bodies, that 
we cannot fitid any, be it ever fo minute, which does 
not contain them all. 

2, And God favw that every-one of thefe was good, 
was perfed in its kind. The earth was good : the whole 
furface of it was beautiful in a high degree. To make 
it more agreeable, 






*¢ He clothed 
The univerfal face with pleafant green.” 


He adorned it with flowers of every -hue, and with 
fhrubs and trees of every kind. And every part was 
fertile as well as beautiful: it was no where deformed 
by rough or ragged rocks: it did not fhock the view 
with horrid prectpices, huge chafms, or dreary caverns; 
with deep, yppaliable morafies, or deferts of barren 





_fand. But we have not any authority to fay, w h fome, 
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learned and ingenious authors, That there were no 
mountains on the original earth, ho uneverefles on its 
furface. It is not eafy to reconcile this hypothefis, with 
thofe words of Mofes, The waters increajed—and all the 
high hills that were under the whole heaven were covered. 
Fifteen cubits upward (above the higheft) did the waters 
prevail ; and the mountains were covered, Gen. vii. 19. 
20. We have no reafon to believe, that thefe moun- 
tains were produced by the deluge itfelf. Not the leait 
intimation of this is given: therefore we cannot doubt 
but they exifted before it: indeed they anfwered many 
excellent purpofes, befide greatly increafing the beauty 
of the creation, by a variety of profpects, Which had 
been totally loft, had the earth been one extended 
plain. Yet we need not fuppofe that their fides were 
abrupt, or difficult of afcent. It is highly probable, 
that they rofe and fell, by almoft infenfible degrees. 

3. As to the internal parts of the earth, even to this 
day, we have fcarce any knowledge of them. Many 
have fuppofed the centre of the globe to be furrounded 

jgvith an abyfs of fire. Many others have imagined it to 

be encompaffled with an abyis of water; which they 
fuppofed to be termed in fcripture, the great deep, Gen. 
vii. 11: all the fountains of which were broken up, in 
order to the general deluge. But however this was, 
we are fure all things were difpofed therein, with the 
moft perfect order and harmony. Hence there were no 
agitations within the bowels of the ylobe: no violent 
convullions ; no concuflions of the earth; no ¢arth- 
quakes ; but all was unmO6ved as the pillars of heaven, 
There were then no fuch things as eruptions of fire ; 
there were no volcanos, burning mountains. Neither 
Vefuvius, tna, nor Hecla, if they had any being, 
then poured out fmoke and flame: but were covered 
with a verdant mantle, from the.top to the bottom. 

4. The element of wafer, it is probable, was then 
mofily confined within the great abyfs: Inthe new 
earth ¥ we are informed.by the apaitle; Rev. xxi. 1.) 

There Rill be no more fca: none covering, 28 now, the 
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face of the earth, and rendering fo large a part of it 
uninhabitable by man. Hence it is probable, there was 
no external fea in the paradifiacal earth: none until 
the great deep burft the barriers which were originally 
appointed for it: indeed there was not then that need 
of the ocean for navigation, which vhere is now. For 
either (as the poet fuppofes) 


Omnis tultt omnia tellus ; 


Every country produced whatever was requifite either 
for the neceflity or comfort of its inhabitants : or man 
being then (as he will be again at the refurrection) e- 
qual to angels, was able to convey himfelf at his plea- 
fure, to any given diftance. Over and aboye that, thofe 
flaming meflengers were always ready to minifter to 
the heirs of falvation. But whether there was fea or 
not, there were rivers fufficient to water the earth, and 
make it very plenteous. ‘hefe anfwered all the pur- 
pofes of conyenience and pleafure ; 


By “ liquid lapfe of murmuring ftream.”’ 


To which were added gentle, genial fhowers, with fa- 
lutary mifts and exhalations. But there were no putrid 
lakes, no turbid or ftagnating waters ; but only 


Such as “ bore impreft 
Fair nature’s image on their placid breaft.”’ 


. The element of air wag then always ferene, and 
always friendly toman. It contained no frightful me- 
teors, no unwholefome vapceurs, no poifonous exhala- 
tions. ‘There were no tempefts, but only cool and gen- 
tle breezes, 


Genitabilis aura Favoni 
. 





fanning both man.and beaft; and wafting the fragrant 
odours on their filent wines. ; 
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A SERMON ON GENESIS i. 31. 
6. The fun, the fountain of fre, 
“OF this great world both eye and foul,” 


was fituated at the moft exact diftance from the earth, 
fo'as to yield a fufficient quantity of heat (neither too 
little nor too much) to every part of it God had not yet 


“ Bid his angels turn afkance 
This oblique globe.” 


There was, therefore, then no country that grozned 
under 


“ The rage of Ar€tos, and eternal froft.” 


There was no violent winter, nor fultry fummer; no 
extreme either of heat or cold. No foil was burnt up 
by the folar heat: none uninhabitable through the 
want of it. Thus earth, water, air, and fire, all confpir- 
ed together to the welfare and pleafure of man. 

To tue fame purpole ferved the grateful viciffitude 
of light and darknefs, day and night. For as the hu- 
man body, though not ‘liable to death or pain, yet 
needed continual fuftenance by food, fo although it 
was not liable to wearinefs, yet needed continual repa- 
ration by fleep. By this the. iprings of the animal ma- 
chine were wound up from time to time, and kept al. 
ways fit for the pleafing labour, for which man was de- 
figned by his Creator. Accordingly, the evening and 
the mor ning were the firft day, before fin or pain was in 
the world. ‘The firft natural day had one part dark, 
for a feafon of repole ; ; one park light, for a feafon of 
labour. And even in paradfe £dam flept (chap. ii. 21) 
before he finned ; fleep therefore belonged to innocent 
human nature. Yet I do not apprehend, it can be in- 
ferred from hence, that there is either darknefs or fleep 
in heaven. Surely there is no darknefs in that city of 
God. Is it not exprefsly faid (Rom. xxi.%g.) There 
foail be no night there? Indeed they have no light from 
the fun ; but the Lord giveth them light. So itis all day 
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in heaven, as it is all night in ltell, On earth we have 
a mixture of both. Day and night fucceed each other, 
till earth fhall be turned to heaven. Neither can we at 
all credit the account given by the ancient poet, con- 
cerning fleep in heaven ; although he allows clowd-com- 
pelling “fove to remain awake, while the inferior gods 
were fleeping. ’Tis pity therefore that our great poet 
fhould copy fo fervilely after the old heathen, as to 
tell us, 


“Sleep had feal’d 
All but the unfleeping eyes of God himfelf.” 


Not fo: they‘that are before the throne of God ferve him 
day and night {peaking after the manner of men) ir his 
temple, Rev. vii. 15. ‘That is, without any interval. As 
wicked fpirits are tormented day and night, without a- 
ny intermiffion of their mifery ; fo holy fpirits enjoy 
God day and night, without any intermiflion of their 
happinels. 

8. On the fecond day God encompaffed the terraque- 
ous globe with that noble appendage, the atmofphere, 
confilting chiefly of air, but replete with earthly parti- 
cles of various kinds, and with huge volumes of water, 
fometimes invif fible, fometimes vifible, buoyed up with 
that ethereal fire, a particle of which cleaves to every 

article of air. By this the water was divided into in- 
numerable drops, which defcending, watered the earth 
and made it very plenteous, without incommoding any 
of its inhabitants. For there were then no impetuous 
currents of air, no tempeftuous winds; no furious 
hail, no torrents of rafh, no roiling thunders or forky 
fightnings. One perennial {pring was perpetually fmil- 
ing over the whole furface of the earth. 
. On the third day God commanded all kinds of 
vegetables to {pring out of the earth. It pleafed him 


firft to clothe 


« The univerfal face with pleafant green.” 
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And thén to add thereto innumerable herbs, imtérmix- 
ed with flowers of all hues. To thefe were added fhrubs 
of every kind, together with tall and ftately trees, whe- 
ther for fhade, for timber, or for fruit, in endlefs vari- 
ety. Some of thefe were adapted to particular climates 
or particular expofures: while vegetables of more ges 
neral ufe (as wheat in particular) were not confined to 
one country, but would fiourifh almoft in every cli- 
mate. But among all thefe there were no weeds, no 
ufelefs plants, none that incumbered the ground. 
Much lefs were there any poifonous ones, tending to 
hurt any one creature: but every thing was falutary in 
its kind, fuitable to the gracious defign of its great 
Creator. 

10. The Lord now created the fun to rule the day; 
and the moon ta govern the night. ‘The fun was, 


“ Of this great world both eye and foul.” 


The eye, making all things vifible: imparting light ¢ to 
every part of the fyftem, and thereby rejoicing both 
earth and fky: and the foul, the principle of all life, 
whether to vegetables or animals. Some of the ufes of 
the modn we are acquainted with: her caufing the 
ebbing and fowing of the fea, and influencing, in a 
greater and fmaller degree, all the fluids in the terra- 
queous globe. And many other ufes fhe may have, 
unknown to us, but known to the wife Creator. But 
it is certain, fhe had no hurtful, no unwholefome in- 
fluence on any living creature: fe made the frars aifo ; 
both thofe that move round the fun, whether of the 
primary or fecondary order: or thofe that, being at a 
far greater diftance, appear to us as fixed in the firma- 
ment of heaven. Whether comets are to be numbered 
among the ftars, and whether they were parts GF the 
original creation, is perhaps not fo eafy to determine, 
at leaft with cert: 1inty : as we have nothing but proba- 
ble conjecture, either concerning their nature or their 
ufe. We know not whether (as fome ingenious men 
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56 A SERMON ON GENESIS i. 31. 


have imagined) they are ruined worlds; worlds that 
have undergone a general conflagration: or whether 
(as others not improbably fuppofe) they are immenfe 
refervoirs of fluids, appointed to revolve at certain fea- 
fons, and to fupply the ftill decreafing moifture ‘of the 
earth. But certain we are, that they did not either 
produce or portend any evil. They did not (as many 
have fancied fince) 












« From their horrid hair, 
Shake peftilence and war.” 






11. The Lord God afterward peopled the earth with 
animals of every kind. ‘He firft commanded the waters 
to bring forth abundantly; to bring forth creatures 
which as,they inhabited a groffer element, fo they were 
in general of a more ftupid nature, endowed w ith few- 
er fenfes and‘lefs under{tanding than other animals. 
‘The-bivalved fhell-fifh in particular, feem to havé no 
fenfe but that of feeling, ‘unlefs perhaps a low meafuré 
of tafte; fo that they are but one degree above vegetas 
bles. And even the king of the waters (a title which 
fome give the whale, becaufe of his enormous magni- 

* tude) though he has fight added to tafte and feeling, 
does not appear to have an underftanding proportioned 
to his bulk. Rather, he is inferior therein not only to 
moft birds and beafts, but to the generality of even 

*  ‘teptiles and infects. However, mbate of thefe then at- 
tempted to. devour, or in any wife hurt one another. 
All were peaceful and quiet, as were the watery fields 
wherein they ranged at pleafure. 

12. It feems the infect-kinds were at leaft one degree 
above the inhabitants of the waters. Almoft all thefe 


cf on one another, and every other creature which 


























theygean conquer. Indeed fuch'is the miferably difor- 
dered ftate of the world at prefent, that innumerable 
creatures can no otherwife preferve ther own lives, 
than by deftroying others. But in the .beginning: it 
was not fg, The paradifiacal earth allorded a fufliciency 
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of food for all its inhabitants. So that none of them 
had any need or temptation to prey upon the other. 
The fpider was as harmlefs as the fly, and did not then 
lie in wait for blood. The weakeit of them crept fe- 
curely over the earth, or {pread their gilded wings in 
the air, that waved in the breeze and glittered in the 
fun, without any to make them afraid. Mean time the 
reptiles of every kind were equally harmlefs, and more 
intelligent than they. Yea, one fpecies of them «was 
more fubtile, or knowing, than any of the brute creation 
which God had made. 

13. But in general, the dirds, created to fly in the 
open firmament of heaven, appear to have been of an 
order far fuperior to either infects or reptiles : although 
ftill confiderably inferior to beafs: (as we now reftrain 
that word to quadrupeds, four-footed animals, which 
two hundred years ago included every kind of living 
creatures.) Many fpecies of thefe are not only endow- 
ed with a large meafure of natural underftanding, but 
are likewife capable of much improvement by art, fuch 
as one would not readily conceive. But among all thefe 
there were no birds or beafts of prey: none that de- 
ftroyed or molefted another: but all the creatures 
breathed in their feveral kinds the benevolence of 
their Great Creator. 

14. Such was the ftate of the creation, according to 
the fcanty ideas which we can now form concerning it, 


when its great author furvey ing the whole fyftem at one. 


view, pronounced ; it very good! It was good in the high- 
eft degree whereof it was capable, and without any 
mixture of evil. Every part was exa@ly fuited to the 
others, and conducive to the good of the whole. There 
was “* a golden chain (to ufe the expreffion of Plato) let 
down from the throne of God,” an exactly connected 
feries of beings, from the pighett to the loweft: from 
dead earth, through fofils, vegetables, animals, to man 
created in the image of God, and defigned to knew, 
to love and enjoy his Creator to all eternity. 
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1. Here is a firm foundation laid on which we may 
ffand and anfwer all the cavils of minute philofophers ; 
all the objeftions which vain men who would be wife, 

make to the goodnefs or widom of God in the creati- 
en. All thele are grounded upon an entire miftake, 
natnely, That the world is now in the fame ftate it was 
atthe beginning. And upon this fuppofition they plau- 
fibly build abundance of objections. But all thefe ob- 
jeGtions fall to the ground, when we obferve this fup- 
pofition cannot be admitted. ‘The world at the begin- 
ning was in a totally different ftate, from that wherein 
we find it now. Object therefore whatever you pleafe 
to the prefent ftate, either to the animate or inanimate 
creation, whether in general, or with regard to any par- 
ticular inflances; and the anfwer is ready, Thefe are 
not now as they were in the beginning. Had you there. 
fore heard that vain king of Caftile, crying out with 
exquifite felf-fuficiency, “ If I had made the world, I 
would have made it better than God Almighty has 
made it; you might have replied, No: God Al- 
mighty, whether you know it or not, did not make it 
as it is. now. He himfelf made it better, unfpeakably 
better, than it is at prefent. He made it without any 
blemifh, yea, without any defect. He made no corrup- 
tion, no deftruction in the inanimate creation. He 
wiade not death in the animal creation, neither its har- 
bingers, fin and pain. If you will not believe his own 
account, believe your brother heathen. It was only 


Poff ignem athered domo 
Subductium 





that is, in plain Englifh, After man in utter defiance of 
‘his Maker, had eaten of the tree of knowledge, that 


Macies &F nova febrium 


Terris incubuit colors + 


that-a whole army of evils, totally new, totally un- 
known till then, broke in upon rebel man, and all 
other creatures, and overfpread the face of the earth, . 
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2. ** Nay (fays a bold man, who has fince perfonat- 
ed a:chriftian, and fo well that many think him one!) 
God is not to blame for either the natural or moral e- 
vils that are in the world. For he made it as well as he 
could: feeing evil muft exift, in the very nature; 
things.” It mult, in the profent nature of things, fu 
pofing man to have rebelled againft God. But evil: 
not exift at all in the original nature of things. It was 
no more the neceflary refult of matter, than it was the 
neceflary refult of fpirif. All things then without ex- 
ception, were very good. And how fhould they be 
otftrwife? There was no defeti at all in the power of 
God, any more than in his goodnefs or wifdom. His 
goodnefs inclined him to make all things good; and 









Pp 





this was executed by his power and wifdom. Let every By } fi 
fenfible infidel then be afhamed of making fuch mifer- Bil i + 
able excufes for his Creator! He tieeds none of us to rer ia 

make apologies, either for him or for his creation! As i. , . 


for God bis way is perfe&: and fuch originally were all 
his works. And fuch they will be again, when the Sar » at 
of ir fhall have deftroyed all the works of the devit. 
3. Upon this ground then, that God made maw ups 
right and every creature perfect in its hisil, but thaz : 
man found out to himfelf many inventions of happinefs, in- 
dependent én God : and that by his apottafy from God, 
he throw only himfelf, but likewile the whole cres 
ation, which was intimately connected with him, inte 
diforder, mifery, death: upon this ground I fay, we 
do not find it ditkcule, 


“ Jattify the ways of God with man.” 





For although he left man in the hand of his own coun: | eee 
fel, to chufe good or evil, life or death: although he AFT 
did not take away the liberty he had given him, but Re Ae 
futfered him to chufe death, in confequence of which bh 


the whole creation now groaneth together? yet when ke 4! i 
we confider that ail the evils introduced into the erea- i i ea 
tion; may work together fot our good: yea, may werk bee; U. 
; , bo , 
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are extremely forid of grapes and apples ) they go in 
large companies, and with preconcerted deliberation ; 
part of them enter the enclofure, while one is fet to 
watch. ‘The refl fiand without the fence, anc form a 
line reaching all the way from.their fellows within to 
their rendezvous without, which is generally in fome : 
craggy mountain. Every thing being thus difpofed, the 
plunderers within the orchard throw the fruit to thofe 
that are without, as faft as they can gather it; or, if the 
wall or hedge be high, to thofe that fit on the top; and 
thefe hand the plunder to pole next thew on the othe 
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out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of fi 
glory: we may well praife God, for permitting thefe al 
temporary eyils, in order to our eternal good: yea, we qi 
may well cry out, O the depth bath of the wifdom and te 

i the goodnefs of God! He hath done all things well. fe 

ie ; ef ory be unto God, and unto the Lamb for ever and n 
pfever | at 
o 
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An Extrad from A Surrer of the Wispom of Gof in a 
the CREATION. d 

t 

[Continued from page 19.] t 

Of the Baboon, Chimpanaze, &c. 

HE Baboon, is from three to four feet high, very I 

ftrong built, with a thick body and limbs, and H 

canine teeth, much longer than thofe of men. It walks I 
more commonly upon all-fours than upright, and its i 
hands as well as its feet are armed with long thar. claws, ’ 
inftead of the broad round nails of the ape I 

_ At the Gape of Good Hope they are ge a fort of 
natural pine, and go about whatevem@hey under- 
take with fyrprifing fkill and regularity. When they i 

. fet about robbing an orchard or a vineyard (for they 
2 

| 








IN THE CREATION. 





fide. Thus the fruit is pitched from one to another all 
along the line, till it is fafely depofited at their head- 
quarters. They catch it as readily as the moft fkilful 
tennis-player can a ball; and while the bufinefs is going 
forward, a profound filence is obferved. Their centi- 
nel, during this whole time, continues upon the hae | ; 
and if he perceives any one coming, inftantly fets up#”"? 
loud cry, on which fignal.the whole company feampét ~ 
off. Nor yet are they willing to go empty handed; for 
if they be plundering a bed of melons, for inftance, 
they go off with one in their mouths, one in their hands 
ant one under their arm. If the purfuit is hot, they 
drop firft that from under their arm, then that-from 
their hand; and if it be continuedy they at laft let fall 
that which they had kept in their mouths. 

The Chimpanazxe is an animal found in Angola, near- 
ly approaching to the human figure; but of a fiercé 
difpofition, and remarkably mifchievous. In the year 
1738, one of thefe creatures was brought over to Eng- 
land. \t was about twenty months old. (The panght 
had it in her arms, when fhe was killed, fhe waS five . 
feet high.) It was of the female fex, naturally : 
walked erect, was hairy on fome parts of the bédy and ; 
limbs, and of a ftrong mufcular make. ie eat 
any coarfe ‘food, but was very fond of téa, whith is 
drank out of a cup, with milk and fugar, be. do. It 






















flept in the manner of the human fpecies, ifs voice : 
refembled the human, when people {peak very haftily ; 
but without any articulate founds. The males of this 
fpecies are very bold, and will fight a man, though 

is armed, It is faid, they often aflault and ravith the : 
negro women, when they meet them in*the woods, + # 
- There is another ftrange fpecies of mionkey found in ; 
the MWe/t-Indies, of the fize of a fox. Its face is raifed 
high, its eyes black and thining, and its ears fmall and 
round. His hairs‘ are fo nicely difpofédeall over the 
body, that he appears perfetly fmooth? and they are 
much longer under the chin, fo that they form a kind 
of beard theres ys ae 
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MR. ERSKINE’S SPEECH. 


Thefe are found in great numbers in the woods, and 
make a loud and frightful noife. But it is common for 
one only to make a noife, and the reft to form a mute 
affembly round him. 

Marcgrave fays, “1 have frequently feen great num: 
ers of them meeting about noon: at which time they 

med a large circle, and one placing himfelf above the 
reft, began to make a loud noife. When he had fung 
thus by himfelf, for fome time, the reft all remaining 
filent, he lifted up his hand, and they all inftantly join- 
ed in a fort of chorus. This intolerable yell continued 
tll the fame monkey, who gave the fignal for thefbe- 
ginning, lifted up his hand a fecond time. On this 
they were all filent again, and fo finifhed the bufinefs 
of the affembly.”’ 


[To be continued. ] 
<1 > —— 


Chriftianity vindicated, in the admirable Speech of the 
honorable ‘Thomas Ertkine, in the Trial of ‘f. Wiili- 
ams, for publifbing Paine’s “ Age of Reafon’’—Jn the 
Gourt of King’s Bench, Weftminfter, Fuly 24th, 1797. 
Before gpord Kenyon, and a fpecial ‘fury. 


. [Continued from page 24. ] 


EXPECT to hear, in anfwer to what I am now 

faying, much that will offend mg. My learned 
friend, from the difficulties of his fituation, which I 
know, from experience, how to feel for very fincerely, 
may be driven to advance propofitions which it may be 
my duty. with much freedom, to reply to; and the law 
will fanétion®that freedom. But will not the ends of 
juftice be contpletely anfwered by that right, to point 
out the errors of his difcourfe in terms that are decen& 
and calculated to expofeats defects ; or will any argime 
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ment fuffer, or will public juftice be impeded, becaufe 
neither private honour and juftice, nor public decorum, 
would endure my telling my very learned friend, that 
he was a fool, a liar, and a fcoundrel, in the face of the 
court, becaufe [ differed from him in argument or opi- 
nion? This is juft the diftinction between a book of free 
legal controverfy, and the book which I am arraigning 
before you. Every man hasa legal right to inveftigate, 
with made ofty and decency, controvertial points of the chrif- 
tian religion; but, no man, confiftently with a law, 
which onty exilts under its fanétions, has a right not on- 
ly broadly to deny its very exiftence, but to. pour forth 
a fhocking and infulting invective, which the lowett 

eltablifhments, in the gradations ,ef civil authority, 
ought not to be permitted to fuffer, and which foon 
would be borne down by infolence and dilobedience, 
if they did. 

“ The fame principle pervades the whele fyftem of 
the law, not merely in its abftraét theorygegut in its 
daily and moft applauded practice.—The intercourfe 
between the fexes, and which, properly regulated, not 
only continues, but .humanizes and adorns our natures, 
is the foundation of all the thoufand romances, plays, 
and novels, which are in the hands‘of every body. 
Some of them lead to the confirmation of every virtu- 
ous principle ; others, though with the fame profeffion, 
addrefs the imagination in a manner to lead the paflions 
into dangerous excefles. But, though the law does not 
nicely diicriminafe the various fhades which dié ‘inguifh 
thefe works from one another, fo as thati Lit fuffers many 
to pais, through its liberal fpirit, that” upon principle 
might be fupprefied, would it or does it tolerate, or 
does any decent man contend that it ought to pais by 
unpunithed, libels of the moft thamelefs obfeenity, ma- 
' nifel ily pointed to debauch innocence, and to blaft and 
poifon the morals of the rifing gencration?+~This is 
galy another illuftration to de: nonitrate the obvious dit: 
tinction between the works of an aut who fairly ex- 
erciies the powers of his mind, in inveigatiag dottrin- 
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al points in the religion of any country, and him who 
attacks the rational exiftence of every religion, and 
brands with abfurdity and folly the ftate which fanéti. 
ons, and the obedient tools who cherifh, the delufion. 
But this publication appears to me to be as mifchievous 
and cruel in its probable effects, as it is manifeftly ille« 
gal in its principles; becaufe it {trikes at the beft, fome- 
times, alas! the only refuge, and confolation amidft the 
diftreffes and afflictions of the world. The poor and 
humble, whom it affects to pity, may be ftabbed to the 


heart by it. They have more occafion for firm hopes 


beyond the grave, than thofe who have greater com- 
forts to render life delightful. I can conceive a diftreff- 
ed, but virtuous, man, furrounded by children, look- 
ing up to him for bread when he has none to give them, 
Gnking under the lait day’s labour, and unequal to the 
next, yet ftill looking up with confidence to the hour, 
when all tears fhall be wiped from the eyes.of affli€tion, 
bearing the burden laid upon him by a myfterious Pro- 
vidence which he adores, and looking forward with ex- 
ultation to the revealed promifes of his Creator, when 
he fhall be greater than the greateft, and happier than 
the happieft of mankind. What a change in fuch a 
mind might be wrought by fuch a mercilefs publicati- 
on?——Gentlemen, whether thefe remarks are the over- 
charged declamations of an accufing counfel, or the juft 
reflections of a man anxious for the public freedom, 
which is beft fecured by the morals of a nation, will 
be beft fettled by an appeal to the paflages in the work, 
that are felefted by the indictment for your confiderati- 
on and judgment. You are at liberty to connect them 
with every context and fequel, and to beftow upon them 
the mildeft interpretation—{ Here Mr. Erfhine read and 
commented upon feveral of the felected paffages, and then 
proceeded as follows : | 

_ Gentlemen, it would be ufelefs and difgufling to 
enumerate the cther paflaves within the fcope of the in- 
g€&ment. How any man can rationally vindicate the 
subkication of fuch a book, in.a cowntry where the 


ee 
+ 





ve 


‘ 
©! 
fe 
ul 








MR. ERSKINE’S SPEECH. 65 


chriftian religion is the very foundation of the law of 
the land. I am totally at a lofs to conceive, and havé 
no ideas for the difcuffion of! How is a tribunal; 
whofe whole jurifdiction is founded upon the fo: 
Jlemn belief and prattice of what is denied as falfehood, 
and reprobated as impiety, to deal with fuch an ano 
molous defence ? Upon what principle is it even offer- 
ed to the court, whofe authority is contemned and 
mocked at? If the religion, propofed to be called in 
queftion, is not previoufly adopted in belief, and fo- 
lemnly aéted upon, what authority has the court to 
pafs any judgment at all of acquital or condemnation ? 
Why am I now, or upon any other occafion, to fub- 
mit to your ldrdfhip’s ‘authority } ? Why am [ now, or 
at any time, to addrefs twelve ‘of my equals, as I am 
now addrefling you, with reverence and fubmiffion? 
Under what fan¢tion are the witnefles to give their 
evidencé, without which there can be no trial? Un- 
der what obligations can I call upon you, the jury; 
reprefentifig your country, to adminifter juftice >= 
Surely upon no other than that you are fworn to ad- 
minifter it under the oaths you have taken. The whole 
judicial fabric, from the king’s fovereign authority to 
the loweft office of magiftracy, has no other foundati« 
on. The whole is built, both ‘in form and fubftance, 
upon the fame oath of every one of its minifters, to 
do jultice, “ As God fhall help them hereafter.” What 
God? and what hereafter? That God, undoubtedly, 
who has commanded kings to rule, and’ judges to de- 
eree with juftice ; who has faid to witnefis, not by the 
voice of nature, but in revealed commandments, “ Thor 
jhalt not bear falfe tcfimony age at thy neighbotrr ; ” and 
who has enforeed obedience to them by the revelation 
of the unutterable bieflings which fhall attend their ob- 
fervances, and the awful punifhments which fhall await 
upon their trapfgrcifions. 

““ But it féems this courfe of reafon, and the time 
and the perfon are at la{t arrived, that are to diffipate 
the errors which have overf{pread the pait generations 
Vou, HL 
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of ignorance !—The believers in chriftianity are ma- 
ny, but it belongs to the few that are wife to correé 
their credulity! Belief is an a&t of reafon; and fupe- 
rior reafon may therefore dictate to the weak.—In 
running the mind along the long lift of fincere and de- 
vout chriftians, I cannot help lamenting that Newton 
had not lived to this day, to have had his fhallownefs 
filled up with this new flood of light—But the fubject 
is to awful for irony. I will fpeak plainly and directly. 
Newton was a chriftian !—Newton, whofe mind burtt 
forth from the fetters caft by nature upon our finite 
conceptions :—Newton, whofe fcience was truth, and 
the foundation of whofe knowledge of it was philo- 
fophy. Not thofesvifionary and arrogant aflumptions 
which too often ufurp its name, but philofophy refting 
upon the bafis of mathematics, which, like figures, 
cannot lie.—Newton, who carried the line and rule to 
the utmoft barriers of creation, and explored the prin- 
ciples by which, no doubt, all created matter is held 
together and exifts. But this extraordinary man, in 
the mighty reach of his mind, overlooked, perhaps, 
the errors, which a minuter inveftigation of the created 
things on this earth might have taught him, of the 
effence of his Creator. What fhall then be faid of the 
great Mr. Boyle, who looked into the organic ftructure 
of allmatter, even to the brute, and inanimate fubftances 
which the foot treads on. Such a man may be {uppofed 
to ‘have been equally qualified with Mr. Paine, to 
“‘ look through nature, up to nature’s God.” Yet the 
refult of all Ais contemplation was the moft confirmed 
and devout belief in all which the other holds in con- 
tempt, as defpicable and drivelling fuperftition.—But 
this error might, perhaps, arife from a want of due 
attention to the foundations of human judgment, and 
the ftructure of that underftanding which God has giv- 
en us for the inveltigation of truth.—Letythat queftion 
be anfwered by Mr. Locke, who was, e:: the higheft 
pitch of devotion and adoration, a chriftian. Mr. Locke, 
whofe office was to detect the errors of thinking, by 
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going up to the fountains of thought, and to direét in- 
to the proper track of reafoning, the devious mind of 
man, by fhewing him its whole procefs, from the firft 
perceptions of fenfe, to the laft conclufions of ratioci- 
nation ; putting a rein befides upon falfe opinion, by 
practical rules Re the conduct of human judgment. 

«« But thefe men were only deep thinkers, and lived 
in their clofets, unaccuftomed to the traffic of the 
world, and to the laws which practically regulate man- 
kind. Gentlemen, in the place where you now fit 
to adminifter the juftice of this great country, above 
a century ago the never-to-be-forgotten Sir Matthew 
Hale, prefided, whofe faith in chriftianity is am exalted 
commentary upon its truth and reafon, and whofe life 
was a glorious example of its fruits in man; admini- 
ftering human juftice with a wifdom and purity drawn 
from the pure fountain of the chriftian difpenfation, 
which hag been, and will be, in all ages, a tubjeét of 
the higheft reverence and admiration, But it is faid by 
Mr. Paine, that the chriftian fable ig"but the tale of 
the more ancient fuperftitions of the world, and may 
be eafily detected by a proper underftanding of the 
mythologies of the heathens. Did Milton underftand 
thofe mythologies ?—Was fe lefs verfed than Mr.» 
Paine in the fuperftitions of the world ?’—No: they 
were the fubject of his immortal fong; and though 
fhut out from all recurrence to them, he poured them 
forth from the ftores of a memory rich with all that 
man ever knew, and laid them in their order as the 
illuftration of that real and exalted faith, the unquefti- 
onable fource of that fervid genius, which caft a fort 
of fhade upon all the other works of man— 


He pafs’d the bounds of flaming fpace, 
Where angels tremble while they gaze ; 
He faw, till, blaited with excels of light, 
He diis’d his eyes in endlefs night ! 


But it was the light of the zopr only that was extin- 
guifhed : * the celeftial light fhone inward,” and ena- 
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bled him to “ juftify the ways of God to man.” The 
refult of bis thinking was, neverthelefs, not the fame 
as the author’s. ‘The myferious incarnation of our 
blefled Saviour (which this work blafphemes in words 
fo wholly unfit for the mouth of a chriftian, or for the 
ear of a court of juftice, that I dave not and will not 
give them utterance) Milton made the grand conclufion 
of Paradife Loft, the reft of his finifhed labours, and 
the ultimate hope, expectation, and glory of the 
world : 


A Virgin is bis mother ; but his fire 

The power of the Moft High; he fhall afcend 

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 

With earth’s wide bounds, his glory with the heav’ns. 


** The immortal poet having thus put into the mouth 
of the angel the prophecy of man’s redemption, fol- 
lows it with tat folemn and beautiful admonition, ad- 
drefled in the poem to our great Firft Parent, but in- 


tended as an addrefs to his pofterity through all ge- 
nerations. 


This having learn’d, thou haft attain’d the fum 
Of wifdom: hope no higher, though all the flars 
Thou knew’it by name, and all th’ ethereal pow’rs, 
All fecrets of the deep, all nature’s works, 

Or works of God in heav’n, air, earth, or fea, 
And all the riches of this world enjoy’ft, 

And all the rule one empire ; only add 

Deeds to thy knowledge stolen add faith, 
Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love, 

By name to come, call’d charity, the foul 

Of all the reit: then wilt thou not be loth 

To leave this paradife, but thalt poffefs 

A paradife within thee happier far. 


** Thus you find all that is great, or wife, or fplen- 
did, or illuftrious, amongft created beimgs, all the 
minds gifted beyond ordinary nature, if not infpired by 
its Univerfal Author, for the advancement and dignity 


of the world, though divided by diftant ages, and by 
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the clafhing opinions diftinguifhing them from one ano- 
ther, yet joining, as it were, in one fublime chorus to 
celebrate the truths of Chriftianity, and laying upon its 
holy altars the never-fading offerings of their immortal 
wifdom. 

‘© Againft all this concurring teftimony, we find fud- 
denly, from Mr. Paine, that the Bible teaches nothing 
but * lies, obfcenity, cruelty, and injuftice.” Had he 
ever read our Saviour’s Sermon on the Mount ?— 
Againtt all this concurring teftimony, we find fudden- 
ly from this publication, that the Bible teaches nothing 
but lies, obfcenity, cruelty, and injuftice !—Had the au- 
. or or publither ever read the Sermon of Chrif upon 

> Mount, in which the great principles of our faith 
ad duty are fummed up !—Let us all but read and 
practice it, and lies, obfcenity, cruelty, and injuftice, 
and all haman wickednefs, would be banifhed from the 


world, 




















[To be concluded in our next. } 
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An Extra from a ‘fourney, from Aleppo to Ferufalem 
at Eajfter, A. D. 1697. “ 
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By Henrr Maunoerei, M. A. late Fellow of Exeter 
College, and Chaplain to the Factory at Aleppo. 







[Continued from page 28. ] 






HE next morning flattered us with the hopes of a 

fair day after the great rains, which had fallen for 
near eight hours together. We therefore ventured to 
leave Bellulca, with no great thanks to it for our enter- 
tainment. But we had not gone far, before we began 
to with thafwe had kept our former accommodation, 
bad as it we for the rains began to break out afreth 
with greater fury than before; nor had we more com- 
fort under-foot, ub: road being very deep and full of 
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floughs. However, we refolved to go forward in hopes 
of a better time, and in four hours (very long ones in 
fuch uncomfortable circumftances) we arrived at Shols 
fatia, a poor village fituate upon a {mall river which we 
were obliged to pafs. A river we might call it now, it 
being fwollen fo high by the late rains, that it was im- 
paflable ; though at other times it is but a {mall brook, 
and, in the fummer, perfeétly dry. 

Here, inftead of mending our condition, as we ex- 
pected, we began to drink more deeply of the bitter cup 
of pilgrims, being brought to fuch a ftrait, that we 
knew not which way to turn ourfelves. For, as I faid, 
the ftream was not fordable, fo that there was no going 
forward; and as for facing about, and returning to the 
place from whence we came, that was a thing we were 
very averfe to: well knowing, by that morning’s expe- 
rience, the badneis of the road: and likewife having 
reafon to expect but a cold welcome at our journey’s 
end. As for angio in the village, that was a thing 
not to be endured: for the houfes were filled with dirt 
and naftinefs, being inhabited promifcuoufly by the vil- 
lagers and their cattle. As for lying in the Campagnia, 
the rain was fo vehement we could not do that, with- 
Qe an evident danger both to ourfelves and horfes. 

But whilft we were at this non-plus, the rain abated; 
and we refolved to pitch in the open field, though 
thoroughly foaked with the wet. Accordingly we be- 
took ourfelves to a {mall afcent by the water-fide, in- 
tending there, under our tents, to wait the falling of 
the ftream. 

We had not enjoyed this ceffation of rain long, when 
it began to pour down afrefh, with terrible lightning 
and thunder. And now our care was renewed, and we 
knew not well which to be moft concerned for: whe- 
ther ourfelves, who enjoyed the miferable comfort of a 
dropping tent over us, or our fervantsyand horfes,_ 
which had nothing but their own clothe$“to protect 
them. At laft, there being a fmall /beck’s houfe or bus 
rying-place hard by, we comforted ourfelves with hopes 
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that we might take fanctuary there. The difficulty was, 
how to get admiflion into fo reverenced a place; the 
Turks being generally men of greater zeal than mercy. 
To negociate this affair, we fent a Turk (whom we had 
taken with us for fuch occafions) into, the village; or- 
dering him to try firft by fair means to gain admittance, 
and, if that failed, to threaten he would enter by force. 
But the religion of this place was of that kind which fu- 
perfedes, inftead of improving humanity. ‘The people 
abfolutely denied the {mall charity we demanded ; and 
fent us word they would die upon our fwords, before 
they would yield to have their faith defiled: adding 
farther, that it was their faith to be true to Hamet and 
Aly, but to hate and renounce Omar and Abu Beker : 
and that this principle they were refolved to ftand by. 
We told them we had as bad an opinion of Omar and 
Abu Beker as they could have: that we defired only a 
little fhelter from the prefent rain, and had no intention 
to defile’ their faith. And thus with good words, we 
brought them to confent, that we might fecure our bag. 
gage in the /heck’s houfe : but as for ourfelves and arms, 
it was our irreverfible fentence to be excluded out of 
the hallowed walls. We were glad, however, to get 
the mercilefs doors open upon any terms ; not doubt. 
ing, but we fhould be able to make our advantage of it 
afterwards according to our defire: which we agtually 
did; for when it grew dark, and the villagers were gone 
to fleep, we all got into the place of refuge, and there 
pafled a melancholy night among the tombs : thus efcap- 
ing, however, the greater evil of rain, which fell all 
night i in abundance. 

Being now crept into the infide of the /oeck’s houfe, 
I muft not omit, in requital for our lodgings, to give 
fome account of the nature of fuch ftructures. They 
are ftone fabrics, generally fix or eight yards {quare 
(more or lefg) and ‘roofed with a cupola a, erected over 
the graves of fome eminent /beck: ‘Rs, that is, ie perfons, 
as by their long beards, prayers of the fame fl andard, 
and a kind of pharifaical fupercilioufnefs (which are the 
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virtues of the Mahometan religion) have purchafed to 
themfelves the reputation of learning and ijaints. 

Of thefe buildings there are many fcattered up and 
down the country (for you will find among the Turks 
far more dead faints than living ones). They are fitu- 
ated, commonly, upon the moft confpicuous afcents. 
To thefe oratories the people repair with their vows and 
prayers, in their feveral diftrefles, much after the fame 
manner as the Romanifts do to the fhrines of their 
faints. Only, in this refpect, the practice of the Turks 
feems to be more orthodox, in that, though they make 
their faint’s fhrine their houfe of prayer, yet they al- 
ways make God alone, the object of their addrefles. 


[To be continued. | 
>> 


An Account of the great Revival of the Work of God, in 
the City of Dublin, which commenced on the 4th of Fus 
ly, 1790.—By Thomas Coke, L. L. D. 


[Concluded from page 36. ] 


. From Mr. Adam Keith, one of the Leaders of the 
Dublin Society: dated Dublin, July 12, 1790. 


N compliance with your requeft I cheerfully take up 

my pen, to give vou fome account of what has come 

within my own obfervation, concerning the glorious 
work which the Lord has begun in this city. 

I fhall chiefly confine myfelf to thofe particulars 
which I was witnefs to laft night, in our preaching-houle 
at Gravel-Walk. ‘Yhele were preceded by a powerful, 
convincing fermon preached by Mr. Dinnen, from ** Ho, 
every one that thirfteth, come ye to the waters.” The 
hearts of the people being properly prepared, a divine 
fulemnity refted on the congregation, when the prayers 
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mecting begun: ‘The fire feemed to be already kindled 
in the hearts of all the believers’, as was evident from 
the holy fervour which appeared in every countenance. 

Brother Collins was the fecond that prayed, and had 


fcarcely begun, when the power of God deicended a- . 


mongft us in a wonderful manner. The cry of diftrefs 
became general, fo that all who could fpeak a word of 
comfort, or had faith to pray, foon found work enough. 
A few who feemed not to relith fo much noife, rofe up 
and went out. May the Lord follow them and open 
their eyes, that they may not be of the number of thofe 
defpifers who wonder and perifh. 

Shortly after this, whilft I was praying with and en- 
deavouring to comfort a young woman who"Was in ve- 
ry great diftrefs, I took notice of another by her fide 
in a fimilar fituation. On {peaking to her, “* O, faid 
fhe, I feel fomething ex straordinary at my heart, I feel 
fomething very great coming to me.” * Yes,” faid I, 
there is fomething very great coming to you: it is your 
God, your Saviour, your Jefus, that is coming to take 
poffe dion of your heart. Behold him, behold him: he 
is faying, ** Look unto me, and be ye faved.’” With 
all the eagernefs imaginable fhe cried out, “* O repeat 
thofe words again : :?” and on my doing it, fhe burft out 
into a torrent of praife. “ Glory, glory, glory! I fee 
him! I fee him! He is come! He is come to my heart!’? 
Thus the continued exulting and praifing God, till in 
a fhort time an old man tottering on the brink of the 
grave, the picture of poverty and death, being cover- 
ed with rags and grey hairs, and I fuppofe not lefs than 
feventy years of age, was alfo enabled to rejoice in God. 
And by this time the young woman I firil mentioned, 
was enabled to join in the chorus of, * Glory to God 
in the higheft!’’—In other parts of the houfe feveral 
were entering into the glorious liberty of: the children 
of God; butas I could only be at one place at the fame 
time, I cannot be fo particular as tothe circum{tances 

of their converfion. 
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What penetrated my foul in a manner not to be de- 
fcribed, was the fight of upwards of a dozen children 
nearly in a clufter, all crying to God for mercy, and 
the tears ftreaming from their eyes. .As I {poke with 
moft of them, I was convinced their diftrefs was genu- 
ine. But on ftanding up and furveying them, and fee. 
ing others handed over the feats to join them, I could 
not reftrain myfelf, but cried out, “* O Lord God, what 
do I now fee with mine eyes, what an affecting fcene is 
this !”’ I fpoke foon after with one of them who was 
happy in the Lord: and a brother on whom I ean de- 
pend, affured me that there were two more who had re- 
ceived a clear fenfe of the forgivenefs of their fins. 

At oné'time my attention was particularly fixed ona 
young woman who came in to gaze and fcoff. On her 
laughing at what fhe faw, a young woman of the foci- 
ety attacked her with all the earneftnefs, the love, and 
faith of an apoftle. In a few minutes fhe was in tears. 
L felt in myfelf that the Lord had laid his hand upon 
her, and was conftrained to join in fpeaking to, and 
praying with her. In an hour or lefs afterwards on re- 
turning I afked her what fhe had felt fince fhe came in- 
to the houfe. * O,” fays the, “* I have found the Lord 
has bleffed me. I find love and peace in my heart.” I 
cannot be fure that the work was very deep, but I am 
certain it was in fome meafure divine. 

Another fcene affeéted me much, as it fhewed forth 
the power of redeeming love, more perhaps than any of 
the former. Two young ladies (one of whom particu- 
larly was in the bloom of youthful beauty) were in the 
deepeft diftrefs for their fins, and both of them with 
egual earneftnefs crying out a hundred times over, 
“ O Jefus, O fweet Jefus, come and take my heart, 
take my whole heart..”” Such genuine, fuch heart-melt- 
ing conviction I have feldom feen, as was manifeft by 
Jefus’s coming and fweetly taking pofleffion of the heart 

of the youngeft—and then, her countenance appeared 
ike that of an angel of light. It being late, we were 
oblig ced to break up, before the other found him whom 
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her foul defired. But when I confidered their age, their 
fex, their beauty, &c. and faw them in the very act of 
facrificing all for an intereft in a crucified God—faw 
them “* tearing their hearts from earth away for Jefus 
to receive’—O what an exalted idea did this give me 
of the love of 4im who is altogether lovely, and of the 
fweet attracting power of his heavenly perfon, when 
feen by the eye of faith. 


“ O that my Jefu’s heavenly charms 
Might every bofor move.” 


O wife! O thrice happy virgins! Wife in making 
fuch a choice, happy in fuch a lover! O that your 
lamps may be kept burning, and by and by your Jefus, 
your heavenly bridegroom, will receive you into his 
loved embrace for ever. 

On the whole, this was a moft bleffed time: and I 
believe I fpeak within bounds, when I fay that twelve 
perfons at leafl were juftified that night in Gravel-walk 
preaching-houfe. 1 rather think there were more; but 
1 knew nearly of that number myfelf. As to conviction 
it feemed to be general: and on going frequently round 
the houfe, 1 obferved great numbers of old profeffors 
who neverthelefs were weak in the faith, filently ftrug- 
gling and agonizing for a renewal of their ftrength. 
In {peaking to many of them, the anfwer they general- 
ly gave was, ** I am happy in the love of God, but am 
fecking for more.” 

And glory be to our God, while this work was going 
on at Gravel-walk, the Lord was pouring out his Spirit 
in a manner equally aftonifhing in the preaching-houfe. 
at White-Friars ftreet. So that making allowances for 
miltakes, I fuppofe not lefs than twenty fouls, between. 
the two houfes, were that night born to God in Dub- 
lin. 

Thus, Rev. Sir, have I endeavoured to ive you a 
fketch of one ni ght’: s work, which with the variation 
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of fome circuniftances more or lefs wonderful, is, I be- 
lieve, a kind of fpecimen of the whole. 

But there are a few things more which I beg leave to 
take notice of, and then | have done. 

I have obferved that in a work of this kind there is 
no. room for idle {pectators (I mean among profeflors) 
nor will fuch reap much or any benefit. 1 Jee every one 
fhould be employed, or they would be every moment 
in danger of {uppofing a great part of fuch a work not 
to be of God. I find my experience agrees with that 
of others in this refpe&. At firft I knew not well what 
to make of it. 1 could fearcely believe there was any 
thing really of God in it, except perhaps when I faw 
one evidently rejoicing in his love. 1 was alfo much 
offended at thofe who were inftrumental in the work, 
particularly at their {peaking and praying alternately, 
and when fumbers were thus engaged all at the fame 
time, which appeared like a confufion of tongues. I 
was likewife for a great deal more quietnefs than‘? find 
is poffible to be had on thefe occafions. But in all thefe 
refpects I have feen my miftake. For as foon as I be- 
gan to {peak to thofe who were in diftrefs, I had no 
doubts, but felt the power and prefence of God. I faw 
that myfelf and others were employed jan as we fhould 
be, and that inftead of confufion all’ was harmony. | 
Taw alfo it was needful to fpeak and p ray alternately, 
often ending and beginning abruptly—jutt as occafion 
required, as the cafe of the perion in diftrefs and the 
Spirit of God fuggefted. Nor does it appear to me that 
it is pleafing to God, to attempt refiraining our voice 
on fuch cccafions; on the contrary, we ought to give 
vent to what we feel in the fervency either of our pray- 
er or praife. As a proof that the Lord does not regard 
who hears or fees his work, he frequently makes his 
penitents cry out with all their ftrength, and beyond 
what they are able to prevent; and in like manner he 
generally makes his new-born babes give glory to their 
Father in loudeft ftrains of praife, and this abh.at once. 
Yet I know it is eafy to run into extremes. But I know 
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likewifé that in endeavouring to reftrain myfelf, 1 have 
loft my power, and found | was doing no good. If we 
hold our peace on fuch occafions, the very ftones will 
cry out. 

There were feveral fcenes in the courfe of the laft 
week, which were peculiarly awful. In particular, when 
any foul has been in great diftrefs, a large circle has ga- 
thered round, perhaps to the amount of fifty or near a 
hundred perfons. While the agonies of the poor mourn- 
er continued, the deep diltrefs on every countenance was 
truly awful. And this was the more vilible, as the per- 
fon affected and thofe who formed the immercircle were 
generally kneeling or fitting, thofe next to them ftand- 
ing, and thofe who formed the outer cifcle, ftand- 
ing on the benches, and the talleft over-looking the 
reit. So that when all thefe lifted up their voices at 
once in an agony of prayer or in burfts of praife, they 
feemed as it were to pierce the heavens: and I believe 
God was. greatly glorified by fuch a fcene—~and, if e- 
ver, we might then fay that the angels were hovering 
round us. 

Another thing called my attention in a fingular man- 
ner laft night, though I have obferved it before: and 
that was the amazing zeal of cur young women. I re- 
ally think they have far exceeded our young men of 
the fame age, viz. from ten or twelve to twenty. And 
as to numbers there is no comparifon. 
fatisfied, I often liftened lait night to what they were 
laying: and at the fame time that | was covered with 
fhame at my own ignorance, I was amazed at the wif- 
dom and power with which they fpake. I was not fur- 
prized at our leaders or old experie nced members ipeak- 
ing with wifdom; but when I found the Lord perfect- 
ing fuch praife out of the mouths of babes and fiick- 
lings, 1 was quite altonithed, ag it is probable that be- 

fore this great out-pouring of the Spirit, moft of thofe 
had more need of receiving inftruction themfely es, than 
ability to give it to others. But this fame gift is be- 
towed in a remarkable manner on all who can or will 
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78 WORK OF GoD, &c. 
ufe it. And for my own part, I think I have known 
more of the nature of the work of God within thefe 
few days, and of the proper method of convincing 
fouls and bringing them to Chrift for pardon, than I 
did in all my life before. 

Surely this is a great and glorious work: but it is 
not a new one. It is as old as the day of Pentecott. 
And even in thefe kingdoms there -has frequently been 
fomething of it breaking out. But what aftonifhed me 
for twelve or eighteen months paft, was that the peo- 
ple of England and Ireland fhould be hearing fuch ac- 
counts from.America, and yet be content to go on in 
fo flow a manner. O when fhall the earth be filled 
with the glory of God at this rate? Is it becaufe our 
preachers, exhorters, &c. are idle and doing nothing? 
No, is not the contrary the very reafon? ‘They are do- 
ing almoft every thing, and God is doing almoft no- 
thing. And why? Is it becaufe he is not willing to do 
more? Nay, we will not let him: at leaft, we will not 
let him work his own way. 

But if the earth mutt be filled with the glory of God, 
is it not evident that the work muft go on with more 
rapidity than ever it has yet done? Yet God forbid 
that I fhould depreciate what has been done, or fay, 
what has the Lord wrought? I know that the Method- 
ifts are, with all their prefent imperfeétions, the peculi- 
ar people of God at this day: nay, farther, I believe 
it is becaufe of their faithfulnefs to God, that he will 
eftablifh and make them a praife in the earth. 


( 79 ) 


A very particular Account of the Execution of Mary 
Queen of Scots: by an Eye-Witnefs. 


To the Right Honourable Sir William Cecill, Knight ; Lord 
Burghlye, and Lord High Treafurer of England. 


[Concluded from page 41.]} 


HEN the Earle of Kent did anfwer thus unto her, 
Madam, that which you have defiered cannot 
conveniently be granted, for if it fhould be, it were to 
be feared, leaft fome of them, with fpeeches or other 
behavour, would both be grevous to your grace, and 
troublefome and unpleafinge unto us, and to our com- 
peney, whereof we have had fome experience, for if 
fuch an accefle myghte be allowed, théy would not 
ftick to put fome fuperfticious trumperye in practice, if 
it were but dippinge there handcerchers in your grace’s 
bloud, whereof it were unmete to give allowance. My 
Lords, faid thequeene of Scotts, I will give my word 
for them, dead though it be, they thall deferve no blame 
in any the actions you have named, but alas! pore 
fawles, it would doe them good to bid ther miiftris far- 
well, and I hope, faid the, further to the Earle of Kent, 
your miftris, meaning the queene’s majeftie, being a 
maiden queene will vouchfaffe in regard of womanhode 
that I fhall have fome of my owne pepie about me at 
my death. And now, faid the, her majeftie hath not 
given any fuch commyflion but.that you might grant a 
requeft of far greater curtyfie than this, if I were a 
woman of far meaner calling then the queene of Scotts. 
And then perceavinge that fhe could not obtayne her 
requeft without fome difiicultie, for mere grief fhe burit 
out into teares, faying I am coflen to your gueene, and 
defcended from the blood royall of Henry the feaventh, 
and married queene, the anoynted queene of Scotland. 
After this, upon great confultation had between the 
two earles and other in commulion, it was permitted 
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that fhe fhould have fome of her fervants about her, acs 
cordinge as fhe had before inftantly entreated, and which 
all defired her to make choyce of her beft beloved men 
and wymen: and thein of her men were Me/win, her 
potticary and furgeon, and one ould man befides: and 
of her wymen fhe chofe thefe two that did ufe to ly in 
her chamber. After this, the faid queene being fup- 
ported by two of Sir Amyas Pawlett’s gentlemen, as 
aforefaid, and Me/win carrying up her trayne, being 
accomppined with the Earle of Kent and Shrewfberry’s 
gentlemen, and the fheriffe going before as aforefaid, 
pafled out of the enterrye into the hall in the faid caf- 
tell of Fotheringaye before-mentioned, with an unap- 
pauled countinance without terror of the place, the 
perfons, or preparations then and there made for her 
execution, flept upon the fcaffold in the faid hall, be. 
inge twoe fote high, and feven fote brodd, with rayles 
round about, hanged and covered with black round a- 
bout, with a lowe ftooley and a longe faire cufhinge, 
and a block covered with black. Then having’ the 
ftoole brought to her, fhe fatt downej and on the right 
hand of her ftood the Earle of Kent and the Earle of 
Shrewfburry, and on her left hand, Mr. Andrewes, the 
fheriffe, and right oppofyte behind her ftood the twoe 
executioners, and round about the rayles of the fcaf- 
fould ftood knights, gentilmen, and others. Then fy- 
lence being made, the queene’s majeftie’s commydfion 
for the execution was oppenly redd by Mr. Beale, clarke 
of the councell, which done, the people with a loude 
voyce faid, God fave the queene * during the reading 
of which comyfiton the faid queene was very fylente, 
lyfteninge unto it with fo carelefs a regard, as if it had 
not concerned her death at all, nay, rather with fo mer- 
ry and chereful 2 countinance as if it had been a pardon 
from her majeftie for her life; and ‘withall ufed fuch a 
ftrangnes in her words and deeds as though the had 
knowne none of the affembly, nor beine any thing 
feene in the Englifh langwage. 
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Then the Deane of Petterborough ftanding before hir 
with great reverence uttered a folemn exortation. 
While the Deane prayed, the queene fatt upon a ftoole, 
having on hir neck an agnus dei, in one of hir hands a 
crucifixe, and att hir girdle a pair of beads, with a 
golden croffe at the end of them, with a latten booke 
of prayers in the other,hand. Thus furnythed, without 
any regard to what the Deane faid, the begane, with 
teares and a loud vi yyce to pray in latten. She alfo 
prayed in Englifh for Chrift’s affliated church, and for 
an end of hir ‘troubles: for her fonne, and the queene, 
that fhe might profper and ferve God aright. That 
fpoken, fhe faid, the hoped to be faved by i blood of 
Jefus Chrift, at the foote of which [a crucifixe, the 
held in hir hand] fhe would fhed hir bloud. Then faid 
the Earle of Kent, Madam, I befeech you fettle Jefus 
Chrift in your harte, as you did before, and leave the 
adoration of thofe popith trumperies to the:nfelves ; but 
feemynge not to regard his ggod counfell, the went for- 
ward in hir prayers, and in the conclufion thereof, de- 
fired God to avette his wrath from this land, and oat 
he would give it grace and forgivene/s of finnes : ther 
fhe faid, fhe forgave hir enemyes with all her beens 
and defired God to converte them to his truth. This 
done, fhe defired all faints to make interceflion for hiv, 
to Jefus Chrift. Then fhe begane to kifs hir crucifixe, 
and to croffe hirfelfe, fayeing thefe words, Even as the 
armes of Jefus Chrift were ipreed here upon the croile, 
fo receive me I befeech thee into the armes of mercye. 
Then the twoe executioners kneeled downe, and deefir- 
ed hir to forgive them: fhe anfwered, I forgive you 
with all my harte. Vhen they, with hir twoe gentle. 
women, helping hir up, began to difrobe hir, on which 
fhe laid hir cruciftxe on hir ftoole, and one of hir exe- 
cutioners took off from hir neck, the agnus del, which 
fhe held, fayeing, fhe would give it to one of hir-wo- 
men, and told the executioners-they fhould have tie 
worth of it in money; then fhe faltered them. to take 
off hir cheane of pemand: r beades, and a} Ger other 
Vou. II. L, 
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apparell, and fhe begane to make hirfelf ryddie, putt- 
ing on a payer of fleeves, with her owne hands, and 
that with fuch fpeed, as if fhe longed to have beine 
gone. During her difrobinge, fhe never altered coun- 
tenance, but fmyling, faid, fhe had never had fuch ! 
groomes before, nor ever did put off hir cloths before Hy I 
fuch a compeney.; at length, fhe being unapparelled, n 


= | 


of fo much as was convenient, hir twoe women, look- 2 
ing upon hir, burft out into fkrychinge, and when the tl 
fkrychinge declined, they crofled themfelves and pray- 1 
ed in Lattine; the queene feeing them in fuch a lament. h 
able plight, embraced them, and faid, doe not crye for p 
me, but rejoyce and pray for me, and fo crofled them FH y 
and kiffed them, and bade them praye for hir, and not ti 
to be foe mournfull; for, faid fhe, this day I truft, thalt 2 


end your miftrifs troubles. ‘Then with a fmylinge 
countenance fhe turned to hir men-fervants, Me/vin, 
and the reft, who were weeping aloud, and croffinge 
themfelves, and prayeing in Lattine, the queene bade 
them farewell, and prayed them to praye for hir to the 
laft. That done, one of hir womeny haveinge a Cor- 
pus Chrifti cloth, lapped it up three corner-wife, and 


put it over the queen’s face, and pinned it faft upon 
_. hir calle. Then hir twoe women mournfully departed, 
and the queene kneeclinge upon the cufhione, withoute i 
anye token of feare of death, fhe fpake aloude in Lat- b 
tine, In te domine confids, ne confundar in eternum. Then ge 
gropine for the blocke, fhe layd downe hir head, put- if 
im utr haire over the blocke, with both hir hands. t 
Ten fhe layd hirfelfe-upon the blocke quietlye, and t 
itrecheinge out hir hands and leggs, ‘cried out, In ma- a 
nus tuas dominc, three or four tymes. At laft, while f 
ene. of the executioners held hir with one hand, the g 


over with two ftrokes of an axe cut off hir head, at 
waich tyme fhe made a fmall groane, and died. 


{ 83 ) 


Dr. Hamizron’s Account of a great Deliverance. 


HEN I was on board the Ifis, faid he, we had 
\ a moft amazing deliverance. On the firlt of 
Auguft, 1761, the fhip being then in the Gulph of 
Lions, we were {truck by lightning. It fhivered the 
main top-gallant, and main top-maft nearly to fhivers, 
and took large pieces out of the main-maft. I was, at 
the time, in the cockpit, clofe by the powder room. 
The lightning penetrated that length. I faw it perfect- 
ly plain. It gave a loud crack, and filled all the cock- 
pit full of fmoke. The wonder was, firft, that the fhip 
was not blown up; and fecondly, that although _— 
thirty-two men {truck down by the lightning, yefthey 
all recovered ! . 
J. H , 
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Ansepote of Archbifbop Saarrs. 


T was his lordfhip’s cuftom to have a faddle horfe 





attend his carriage, that, in cafe of fatigue from) 


ficting, he might take the refrefhment of a ride. Ag 
he was thus going tg his epifcopal refidence, and wag 
got a mile or two before the carriage, a decent, well- 
looking young man, came up to himy and with a 
trembling hand and faultering tongue, prefented.a pif- 
tol to his lordfhip’s breaft, demanging his money. The 
archbifhop with compofure turned about, and Meking 
fteadfaftly at him, defired he would remove that dan- 
gerous weapon, and fell him fairly his condition. 

Sir! Sir?* with great agitation, cried the youth, 
“ No words: tis not a timé—s-your money in- 
ftantly.”? ** Hear me, young man; faid the archbithop, 
and come on with me. You fee | am avery old maa, 
aud my life ig .of very little confequence$iNour’s fortis 
far ocherwifQf@I am named Sharpe, and alparchpifhep 
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of York: my carriage and fervants are behind ; tell me 
what money you ant, and who you.are; and PM not 
injure you, but prove a friend. Here, take this ; 
and now tell me how much you want to make you in- 
dependent of fo deftructive a bufinels as you are now 
engaged in.”’-—** QO! Sir, replied the man, I detelt, the 
bufinefs as much as you. | am-—but-—pbute—at home, 
there are creditors who will not flay ff y ounds, my 
lord, indeed would do what no tongue es my own 
can ‘tell. ” Well, Sir, I take it on your word; and, 

upon my honour, if you will; in a day or tro call on 
mic at » what I have nowy given, fhall be made 
up that fum. 

Tite highwayman looked at him; was filent; and 
srent off: and at the time appointed actually waited on 
the archbifhop ; and aflured his lordfhip his words had 
left impreffions which nothing could ever efface. 

Nothing more of him tranfpired { for a year and a half, 
or more; when, one morning a perfon knocked at his 

tace’s gate, and with a peculiar earnefinefs defired to 
ee him. The bifhop ordered the ftranger to be brought 
in: he entered the room where his lordfhip was, but 
had fearce advanced a few fteps, before his counte- 
nance changed, his knees tottered, and he funk almof 
W breathlefs on the floor: on recovering, he requeited 
is lordfhip for an audience in private. The apartment 
being cleared, “* My lord, faid he, you cannot have 
forgotten the circumflances at fuch a time and place ; 
gratitude will never, fufier them to be obliterated from 
my mind. In me, mplord, you now behold that once 
mot wretched of man ikind ; but now, by your inex- 
prefiible humanity rendered equal, perh aps fuperior, in 
pep ypineis to millions. O, my lord,--—(tears for a- 
hile By reventing his utteran ce) ’tis you? ts you! that 
have faved me, body and foul! "tis you that have faved 

2 dear and much-lov ed wife, and a tittle brood of chil- 
p oe whom I tendered dearer than my life. Here is 
inat fifty pounds : but never fhall I fimd language to 
ceitify what I feel. Your God is your s@itnels; your 








PUNISHMENT OF MURDERE $3 


deed itfelf is your glory: and may heaven, and all its 
bleffings, be your prefent and everlafting reward ! | 
i was the younger fon of a wealthy man; your lord. 
fhip knows him, I am.fure. His name was ‘ 
My. marriage ahenated his affection, and my brother 
withdrew his love, and left me to forrow and penury. 
A month fince my brother died a bachelor, and inte/- 
tate. What was Ais is become mine; andby your a- 
ftonifhing goodnefs, I am now at ence the, moft peni- 
tent, the molt grateful, and happieft of my, Species. 


eS) ——— 


A remarkabic Punifhment of Murder. 


THE following melancholy account was given me 
by a very worthy man, Mry Temas Marjhail, 4 
Edal in Derbyfbire, Dec. 17, 1778. 

Twenty years ago, a young gentleman ani lady game’ 
out of Scotland, as is fuppofed, Upon @ me! tmontal af. 
fair. .As they were travelling through that country, 
they were robbed and murdered, at x plhce.called the 
Winnets, near Cafileter. Their bones were tound about, 
ten years ago, by fome miners who were finking an 
envine-pit at the place. 

One James Afbten of Caftietom, who died about a 
fortnight ago, and who was one of the murderers, was 
moft miferably afficted and tormented in his confcis 
ence. He had been dying it was thought, for ten 
weeks; but could not die till he had conféffied the 
whole afair. ..But when he had done this, he died im- 
mediately. r 

He faid, Nicholas Cock, Thomas Hall, Yobn Bradjoew; 
Francis Butler, and himfelf, meeting the above ” Sarees 
man and hdy in the Wi nets pulled them off their 
horfes, and dxagged them into a barn belonging to one 
of them, amd took from them two hundred pounds. 
Then foiaingfon the young geatleman; the young lady 
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(whom Afbion faid was the faireft woman he ever faw) 
entreated them, in the moft pitious manner, not to kill 
him, as fhe was the caufe of his coming into that coun- 
try. But notw eameece ae: all her entreaties, they cut 
his throat from ear to ear! They then feized the young 
lady herfelf, and though fhe entreated them, on her 
knees, to fpare her life, and turn her out naked! yet 
one of the wretches drove a miner’s pick into her head, 
when fhe dropped down dead at his feet. Having thus 
difpatched them both, they left their bodies in the 
barn, and went away with their booty. 

At night they returned to the barn, in order to take 
them away ; but they were fo terrified with a frightful 
noife, that they durft not move them: and fo it was 
the fecond night. But the third night, A/bton faid, it 
was only the devil, who would not hurt him; fo they 
took the bodies away, and buried them. 

They then divided the money: and as A/bton was a 
coal-cartier to a finelt-mill, on the Sheffield-road, he 
bought horfes with his fare : but they all died in a 
little time. Nicholas Cock fell from a precipice, near 
the place where they had committed the murder, and 
was killed. Thomas Hall hanged himfelf. ‘ohn Brad- 
baw was walking near the place where they had buried 
the bodies, when a ftone fell from the hill, and killed 
him on the fpot, to the aftonifhment of every one who 
knew it. Francis Butler attempted many times to hang 
himfelf, but.was prevented ; however, he went mad, 
and died in a moft miferable manner 

Thus, though they efcaped the hand of human juf- 
tice (which {eldom happens in fuch a cafe) yet sit 
hand of God found them out, even in this. world. 
How true then is it, that thou, O Lord, art about our 
path, and®about our bed, and {pieft out all our ways! 


THOMAS HANBY. 
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The Evidence of Curistianirr, drawn from the Chas 
racter and Conduct of ‘fudas Ijcariot. 


VEN the character and conduét of Judas Heariot 
“y furnifh us with a ftrong argument for the truth 
of the gofpel. How came it to pafs that he firft betray- © 
ed his Mafter, and then was fo ftung with remorfe, as 
to put an end to his own life by hanging himfelf ?" 
How came he thus to own himfelf guilty of the vileft 
fin, when in faét he knew that he r2d done an a& of 
jultice to the world, by freeing it from an impoftor ? 
For if Jefus was not really what he profeffed to be, he 
deferved all, and much more than Judas was the means 
of bringing upon him. Now, if there had been any 
bafe plot, any bad defign, or any kind of impoi.ure in 
the cafe, Judas, who had fo long lived with Chriit, and 
had even been intrufted with the bag (which fhews he 
was not treated with any referve) ‘who was acquainted 
with the moft private life of Chrift, mult certainly 
have known it; amd if he had known of any blemith, 
he ought to have told it, and would have told it; du- 
ty to God, to his own character, and to the world, 
obliged him to it: but his filence in this refpect gives 
the loudeft witnefs to Chrift’s. innocence; his death 
and damnation prove Chrift’s divine authority. 


ES — 


An extraordinary Circumftance. “99 


C NE Tuefday evening very dately, about eight 
! J o’clock, as Mrs. May, of High-ftreet, in Canter- 
bury, was fitting in a back room, fhe heard a noife 
without doors, like the breaking of glafs. Going out, 
the obferved a child, with only its fhirt on, walking in 
the garden.s,When fhe went up to it, the child got 


fait hold of her, 


when, to her great furoriie, the kee 
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it to be the child of her neighbour, Mr. Blackley. On 
this, Mrs. May carried the child (which, till then, con- 
tinued afleep) into her kitchen, on which he awoke. 

Mrs. May, going again into the garden, difcovered 
that the child had fallen from a window tw enty feet 
high, and that a cafement had fallen out, which was 
broke in picces; yet the child was not hurt by the fall, 
nor Was it awake when fhe firft difcovered it walking in 
the garden. When Mrs. May carried him to his pa- 
rents, their furprife may be better conceived than ex- 
prefied ; for Mrs. Blackley faid, fhe had put him to bed 
about an hour before, and had left him afleep. 

The account given by the child, who is about fix 
years old, is, That he thought his mamma was going 
to beat him, and, in running away, he broke a window , 
but remembered nothing of the fall. 


[How furprifing is it that a child fhould force him. 
felf through a window which was sand fall from 
fuch aheight, without being killed, . t, or even a. 
wakened! As this deliverance cannot be accounted for, 
on any rational principles, we muft aftribute it to the 
interpofition of a fupernatural agendy' doubtlefs Ais 
ane, who always beholds the face of God (Matt. xviii. 
x0.) preferved him in his fall—J. W <4 1788. ] 


1 DB —— 


Letters. 


LETTER KLV. 
[From Mr. John Furz, to the Rev. J. Weficy.] 
Piymouth-Dock, March 26, 1779. 


ay, coming here, I was informed of one]. 
ho was affiéted with a very ugcommon dif. 
1 puzzled feveral phyficians, and every 
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other perfon who faw her, to account for it. At laf 
a French doctor camie to fee her, who faid, “ No me- 
dicines will be of any ufe to her; it muft be a minifs 
ter; but not fuch minifters as you have commonly in 
this place. It muft be one that hath fomething here,” 
pointing to his breaft. Some who faw her imagined it 
to be St. Vitus’ Dance; but others fuppofed fhe was ° 
poffeffed by an evil {pirit. 

The manner in which fhe was affected was as follows: 
Her right hand was ftrongly agitated, with which fhe 
violently beat her breaft, and her head. The agitati- 
on fhe was in one night at B. Walter’s houfe was fuch, 
that fhe fhook a {trong wooden chair to pieces. 

Hearing that I was expected in town, fhe came to 
Mr. Thomas’s where I lodged ; labouring and {triking 
herfelf with her right hand all the time fhe was there. 
The motion was fuch that I think few perfons could 
imitate it. 

Looking upon her, and beholding her with the ut- 
moft pity, I afked if fhe had been made a partaker of 
the grace of God? She faid, the had known her fins 
forgiven five yeats j and had conftantly aflembled with 
the people of God. And I was informed by others al- 
fo, that fhe has» been a fincere follower of Chrift ever 
fincée fhe knew him, walking in. all his ordinances and 
commandments blamelefs, and embracing every oppor= 
tunity of doing good to her fellow-creatures. 

As I believed God would hear us on her behalf, I 
prayed for her in the houfe, and did the fame in the 
congregation, before preaching, while fhe was prefent 
beating herfelf very violently. But while Laas de- 
fcribing the sreaiiilpation that God wrought out for 
the children of Ifrael, and was repeating thefe words 
of Mofes, Behold, God is our falvation; fhe believed 
that He would help her, and according to her faith fo 
it was; for fhe was delivered from her plague im that 
moment! under which fhe had laboured many weeks. — 

Tt is now four days fince the was healed, and remains 
perfe&tly well, to the aftonifhment of all who Know her. 

Vou. Ii. _ M 
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The day after her deliverance fhe told me, that the 
had then as clear a fenfe of the favor of God, as the 
had when fhe was firft juftified. 


Iam, Rev. Sir, 


Your affectionate friend and fervant, 


JOHN FURZ. 


N. B. How myfterious are the providential dealings 
of God with mankind? Even their bodily diforders, 
how many of thefe are abfolutely paft finding out! But 
be they what they will; be they natural or preternatu- 
ral, explicable or inexplicable, they fhall all work tos 
gcther for good to them that love God. 


LETTER XLV. 


' [From Mifs F. Owen, to the Rev. J. Weiley.] 


Publow, Nov. 23, 1772. 
Rev. Sir, 


ft OW great are the bleflings which fo unworthy a 
4 family enjoy through your means! Therefore the 
unfeigned gratitude and efteem with which I addrefs 
you cannot be fully expreffed. y 

I have reafon to think, you wifh to hear of our fpi- 
ritual welfare. I truft my honottigggpo ther daily grows 
in grace; while my fifters firmly maintain their ground. 
As for myfelf,. alas! I am {till hindermoft in the glori- 
ous race. Iam often groaning, ** All my nature teems 
with ij!;”’ neverthelefs, | have of late been favoured 
with much divine enjoyment. lias 

As for our fchool, we have caufe to thank you for it 
‘becaute if ic had not been for your encoffagement, f 
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think we fhould not have undertaken it: however, the 
Lord is fo at work among the children, that we have 
caufe to be thankful on account of every one of them. 
One indeed is, againft her will, lately taken from 
us, for having too much religion! But it is given to her, 
in behalf of Chrilt, to rejoice as well as to fuffer for his 

ake. 
f As feveral of our children’s parents are not fo fpiritual, 
and confequently are pleafed with trifles, we have, by 
way of encouragement, taught the children to make ar, 
tificial flowers, net-work, and little pieces of embroid- 
ery. But as it is poflible we may be wrong in this, we 
beg your opinion of the matter. In fo doing you will 
greatly oblige us all: particularly your friend and fer- 

yant, 

F. OWEN, 


LETTER XLVIL 





{From the Rev. J. Wefley, to J 


! BI I 77 Oe 
Dear Sir, 


Blefs God, that you are not difgufted, at the great 

plainnefs with which I wrote. Indeed I know not 
but it might be termed roughnefs, which was owing 
partly to the pr of mind J then felt, and partly to 
my being ftraitened for time ; otherwife I might have 
found fofter expreffions. I am thankful likewife for your 
opennefs, which obliges me to be epen and unreferved, 
and to fay all I mean, and that in the moft fimple man- 
ner, on each of the articles that lie before us. 

I muft do this, even with regard to my fellow-la. 
bourers, left I fhould fem to mean more than I do. 
But Tam fenfible this is a temder point, and one fo ex. 
tremely diffiewit to treat upon, that I thould not venture 
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to fay one word, did I not know to whom I fpeak. 
What I mean is this: from many little circumftances 
which have occurred, I have been afraid (jutt fo far it 
went) that thofe clergymen with whom you are molt 
acquainted, were jealous of your being acquainted with 
me. . 1 was the more afraid; when | heard the fudden 
exclamation of one, whom you well know :—‘ Good 
God! Mr. Wefley is always {peaking well of thefe 
gentlemen, and they can never fpeak well of him.” 
But I am entirely fatisfied by that full declaration which 
you make, * J do not know of any impreffion that has 
been made upon me to your difadvantage.” 

I had once the opportunity of {peaking a few minutes 
to you, on the head of chriftian perfection. And I be- 
lieve you had not much objection to any thing which 
was then fpoken. When | fpoke nearly to the fame 
effect, to one of the late bifhops of London, bifhop 
Gibfon, he faid earneftly, ‘* Why, Mr. Wefley, if this 
ig what you mean by perfection, who can be againft 
it??? I believe, verily, there would need no more 
than a fingle hour, fpent in free and open converfation, 
to convince you, that none can rationally or /cripturally 
fay any thing againft the perfection I have preached for 
thirty years. 

The union which I defire among the perfons I men- 
tioned, is an entire union of heart, conftraining them 
to labour together as one man, in fpreading vital reli- 
gion through the nation. But this ] do not hope for, 
though 1 know a few who would cordially rejoice 
therein. The union which I pr ig of a lower kind: 
I propofed that they fhould ove @p brethren, and behave 
as fuch. And I particularized what I think is implied 
in this: I imagined, in fo plain a manner, as was 
hardly poflible, without great fkill, to be either mifun- 
derftood or mifreprefented. I really do not conceive, 
what ambiguity there can be in any part of this pro- 
pofal? Or what objection can lie again cur going 


thus far, whether we go farther or no. 








ee 
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‘With regard to you, I have frequently obferved that 
there are two very different ranks of chriftians, both 
of whom may be in the favour of God ; a higher and 
a lower rank. The latter avoid all known fin, do much 
good, ufe all the means of grace, but have little of the 
life of God in their fouls, and are rather conformed to 
the world. The former make the bible their whole rule, 
and their fole aim is the will and image of God. This 
they fteadily and uniformly purfue, through honour 
and difhonour, denying themfelves, and taking up 
their crofs daily ; confidering one point only, ** How 
may I attain moft of the mind that was in Chrift, and 
how may I pleafe him moft ?” -Now I verily believe, 
never was a perfon of rank more prepared for this ftate 
than you were, the firft times 1 had the pleafure of fee- 
ing you. Nay, I doubt not but you pant after it now: 
your foul is athirft to be all devoted to God. But who 
will prefs you forward to this? Rather, who will not 
draw you back? It is in this refpect that | think one 
that ufes plain dealing is needful for you im the bigheft 
degree : fo needful, that without this help you will in- 
evitably ftop fhort. I do not mean, ftop fhort of hea- 
ven; but of that degree of holinefs, and confequently 
of happinefs both in time and eternity, which is now 
offered to your acceptance. 

It is herein that | am jealous over you. I am afraid 
of your finking beneath your calling, degenerating in- 
to a common chriltian, who fhall indeed be faved, but 
faved as by fire. Bong to fee both you and your lady 
a little more tham ¢ammon chriftians: chriftians of the 
firft rank in the Kingdom of God, full of all goodnefs 
and truth. I want you to be living witnefles of a// 
gofpel-holinefs! And what fhall hinder, if you feek it 
by faith? Are not all things ready? The Lord God 
give you to experience, ‘That all things are poffible to 
them that believe ! 


O God, let ail their life declare, 
How happy thefe thy fervants ave ; 
How far above thefe carthly things, 
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How pure when wafh’d in Jefu’s blood ! 
How intimately one with God, 
A heaven-born race of pricits and kings, 


Iam, honoured Sir, 
Your Friend and Servant, 


J. WESLEY. 


———E_ <Q t > Shr —— 


Poetry. 


The Cuaracrer of PAULINUS. 


Poitiers fhines with luftre bright, 


In life’s declining ray ; 
With every gracious temper bleft, 
And blefling {pends the day! 
His comely mein and kind regard, 

Extend to filver age: 
His foul with pureft wifhes glows, 
While fliding from the ftage. 


None in his prefence gloomy ftand, 
- Opprefs’d with grief and fear : 
His lib’ral hand and cheering y@ice 
Prevent the rifing tear. “of 
a 
No bigot here ;—their rules kcorns ; 
His. heart is unconfin’d: 
With gen’rous love his foul expands, 
Embracing all mankind! 


Who bear his Mafter’s irnace moft 


Are moft divinely dear : 
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Thefe are the friends he’ll clafp above, 
When Jefus thall appear. 


In early days, with pious awe, 
His God he fear’d and lov’d: 
And all the tend’reft care of heaven, 
His foul exulting prov’d. 


Enrich’d with all the precious ftores 
Of wifdom, love, and grace ; 

His Mafter’s will and work perform’d, 
And fill’d the facred place. 


He ftretch’d his hand the lengthen’d day, 
Inviting all to come: 

And prefs’d the vagrant to the featt, 
While Jefus makes them room. 


To be difmifs’d, the graceful fire 
Now waits the kind releafe : 
Refign’d to ftay—prepar’d to go, 
And clofe his eyes in peace. 


Ye dear companions of his life, 
No longer hold him here ; 

Bid him go fhare his vaft reward, 
You toon fhall meet him there; 





The Guaracrer of PAULINA. 


AULINA! with fuperior charms 
: Above her fellows blefs’d! 
In whom angelic virtues meet, 
And fhine,—by all confefs’d. 


Wifdom with pureft rays adorns 
Her mild, majettic face ; 
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The genuine {weetnefs of her mind 
Gives all her actions grace ! 


With precious fruits abounding ftill, 
Her leaf is ever green: 

Celeftial {miles her fteps attend, 
In ev’ry changing fcene! 


Her friendly love from fountains pure; 
Flows in a gentle ftream ; 

Or, like the fun, diffufing good 
With ev’ry cheering beam ! 


From vanity and meannefs free, 
From envy, rage, and fpleen ; 

With kind affection bleffes all, 
And fhines on all ferene! 


With thofe that fing angelic ftrains, 
She joins the tuneful choir : 

Bright flaming feraphs warm her breaft 
With ever-living fire! 


Such fterling worth well pleas’d I view ; 
O that I could attain! 

Redemption’s mighty prize embrace, 
And paradife regain ! 


What is CONS CIENCE? 


YH E mildeft daifom, or the tharpeft cel, 
That wounds can with, or the unwounded feel, 
The fofteft pillow, or the fharpelt rod, ) 
The balm of blefine, or the feourge of God. 





